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On his appointment he began to organize a physics
laboratory in which students could do practical work. It
was the first of its sort in Britain, and perhaps in the world.
G. F. Fitzgerald has described its inception as "the greatest
advance that has been made in the methods of education
for centuries." The introduction of the method of practical
work was no doubt of immense importance, but Thomson
himself pointed out that in Glasgow practical work in
chemistry was being systematically taught to students by
T. Thomson as early as 1818. Thomson was granted
£100 for the purchase of instruments and similar sums from
time to time. During the first five years of his professorship
he developed a simple laboratory in an old wine-cellar
adjoining his lecture-room in the old College buildings.
Presently he extended his accommodation by quietly annex-
ing a disused examination room. Soon after his appoint-
ment he "had occasion to undertake some investigations of
electrodynamic qualities of matter to answer questions
suggested by the results of mathematical theory, questions
which could only be answered by direct experiment. The
labour of observing proved too heavy, much of it could
scarcely be carried on without two or more persons working
together. I therefore invited students to aid in the work.
They willingly accepted the invitation and lent me most
cheerful and able help. Soon after, other students, hearing
that their class-fellows had got experimental work to do,
came to me and volunteered to assist in the investigation.
I could not give them all work in the particular investiga-
tion with which I had commenced—'the electric convection
of heat'—for want of means and time and possibilities of
arrangement, but I did all in my power to find work for
them on allied subjects. It is clear that Thomson did not
at once start systematic courses of practical work for
students, these grew out of his general employment of
students as research assistants.
At this time Lang writes that Thomson "was in the vigour
of youth, charming, with a face that shone, a figure lithe
and graceful, distinction stamped on the personality."
The old College was surrounded by the most horrible

